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B Lab signs MOU with University of Bologna’s Power to the
Pop Research Center and establishes B Lab Bologna!

B Lab (headed by Director Nanako Ishido) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
University of Bologna’s Power to the Pop Research Center in Italy on May 27, 2024, and
established B Lab Bologna, with the Power to the Pop Research Center as its base. The partnership
aims to establish an international academic-industrial team focused on pop culture, including
manga, anime, and games. The initiative aims to integrate technologies such as Al and web3 to
address industrial and cultural challenges and shape the next generation of pop culture.

m Message from B Lab Bologna’s organizer

Message from Professor Paola Scrolavezza, Organizer of B Lab Bologna.

This is Paola Scrolavezza, representing Power to the Pop Research Center (Department of Modern
Languages, Literatures and Cultures — University of Bologna) and organizer of B Lab Bologna. Our
goal at Power to the Pop Research Center is to approach contemporary pop cultures from a
comparative, intercultural and multimedia perspective recognizing their essential role within the
contemporary imagination.

We are honored to be part of the B Lab community, and as B Lab Bologna we hope to contribute
developing collaborative research and learning and teaching programs, using innovative approaches
and digital technologies. We aim to be a bridge between the B Lab community in Japan and Italy,
and through our mutually-agreed activities reach out stakeholders, private and public institutions,
representatives of the civil society, and the broader public.
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m About B Lab

B Lab is an open, social and participatory research platform that brings together individuals,
universities, research institutions, and regions from around the world. B Lab aims to promote
innovation to create new technology, services, content, business, and societies where everyone's
knowledge and expertise are matched to create values in a way no organization could do by itself.
<Website> https://www.blaboratory.org/
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